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This is the first number of a new review periodical 
devoted to cancer biology in the widest sense. It pro- 
poses to cover the cellular and molecular biology of 
cancer, the oncogenic viruses and host defenses 
including immunology. The intention is for reviewers 
to stress their own work and viewpoints, rather than 
produce comprehensive coverage. This first volume 
concentrates on immunology, with articles on T Iym- 
phocyte receptors (Marchalonis and Warr), thymic 
factors (Trivers and Goldstein), immunity to UV 
tumours (Kripke), oncofoetal and differentiation 
antigens (Sell), and retroviruses (Ihle, Charman and 
Gilden). The articles are consistently brisk and to the 
point, but vary considerably in selectivity and bias. 
In some cases lit rle harm is done, for instance in the 
neglect of non-mouse data in the discussions of UV 
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tumours and Thy 1. Others are definitely misleading, 
in the over-emphasis for instance of the similarity 
between T and B cell receptors. In a subject which 
moves as rapidly as immunology, there is great diffi- 
culty in keeping up to date, and one finds hardly a 
mention here of the revolution in cancer immunology 
produced by monoclonal antibodies. 
If this series continues to emphasise immunology, 
it will serve at best as a useful supplement to Immu- 
nological Reviews, the established journal (and to 
Progress in Immunology, the publication of the trien- 
nial ~ternational Congress). If it broadens its scope, 
it will provide a useful, if somewhat idiosyncratic, 
collection of viewpoints. 
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The pub~cation of proceedings of scientific sym- 
posia and conferences is rarely worthy of the effort 
these days. It is usually embarrassing to the contribu- 
tor who would prefer to publish in reputable journals 
with peer review, generally unworthy of the editors’ 
time since most contributions have been published 
previously albeit in a slightly different form, costly to 
the publisher as generally only few copies are sold, 
and of dubious value to the purchaser because of the 
lack of fundamentals, originality, and subject con- 
tinuity. The most valuable factors that derive from 
such publications are possibly the collection within 
one volume of so many eminent authors’ views and 
140 
occasional contributions where the authors have pre- 
faced their experimental papers with succinct reviews 
and have concluded with philosophical discussions of 
the probable consequences of their findings. A collec- 
tion of contributions of this kind can convert these 
parodies of scientific journals into valuable up-to-the- 
minute, plenary textbooks. 
This volume 2 of Microsomes, Drug Oxidations 
and Chemical Carcinogens contains the second part 
of the proceedings of the Fourth International Sym- 
posium on Microsomes and Drug Oxidations, which 
was held at Ann Arbor, Michigan in July 1979. For- 
tunately, it contains just suf~cient review-type con- 
